
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR BALLOT REFORM.

A crusade has been started in this city for a

new form of baliot. The present method o. vot¬

lng !s denounced as unfair, cumbrous and iuu

of pltfblla, in which many citizens unwlttingi.
disfranchlse themselves.
Th- ballot now used is wnfair. ita critics say.

be _u-a it does not give every candidate an

«_u_- chance. Tt favor. the political boss and

ob.tructs the i I., .H.t voter. B'P*"* »

vartv machine so to arrange its candidates on a

"ckst that one strong man may pull tbrough a

,ot of weak associates. It make* it so dlffleult

ro- a citl_en to split his ticket. to wander away

from his party column and reg.ster hla prefer-

erce for men he considers more worthy. hat he

fs prone to vote "straight." In the last election.

«-- exaj-r'e 13.342 votes were east for Mr.

Flammer. the candidate for District Attorney on

the Republican ticket. although Mr. Flammer

had raOrat from the race ar.d the Republicans
in convention had lndorsed Jerome.

The ballot of this State is denounced as cum¬

brous and the task of unfolding and refoldlng

it ls so complicated that in unskilled hands it ls

likely to be mutilated. Furthermore, space is

wasted A whole column, for instanre. is re¬

quired for a slngle candidate running independ-
ently or t_H» same amount of room as is needed

fer all the namea of an entire party ticket. Mr.

lerome had a whole column to himself. and ln

those dlatricts wh-re there were independent
candidates for Assembly and Alderman each

candidate needed a like amount of space on the

ballot When the candidate of one party is In-

dorsed by another party the name is prlnted
again.
~he pitfalls of the New-York ballot are so

many and various that they entrap on an aver¬

age or. voter in twenty. The rules governlng,
or supposed to govern. tbe present system of

votlng are so confllctlng that even tho courts

themselves dusagree when they try to explain
ther. Thousands of votes wore thrown away

in the last election because the cross was not

tttede in a way to suit the election offlcials. If

.*ne Hoe was much longer than the other. or was

Fpli; br cause perchance the pencil broke ln the

voters hand. or if either line of the cross

cbaaced t<> toueh the circle around it. the bal¬

lot was frequently declared void. According to

Mr EEeas-t'a frionds. thousands of votes for him

were thrown out by Tammany inspectors on

quibhles a- these.

A DANGEEOUS TRAP.
Tbe ctrcle al th« t"P of the Jerome column

was a pec-Harty insMfott- trap. It was a stand-
'rg Invttatfoo for a voter to put his cross within

St. and yet if he did. and also in another circle,
h. dfafranc-daed himself. The circle over the

.f Mr. Jerome cost his cause several
tbaoaaad doliars. which were spent in billboard
ahd railroad advertising and in postai cards

ttigera, at* telling New-Yorkers not to put
a crest within that fatal ring. It also offered
opportnnltles of fraud to his enemies. whlch
some of them were base enough to take ad-
antagr Of. Just on the eve of Election Day
Mr. .7-vme discovered a plot to flood the town

(fircalaxa, signed "Jerome Nominators,"
-dvisiug everybody to make a cross in the
rlrcle. The trlck was not unearthed and the
preesea were not stopped before a considerable
quantity of the fraudulent llterature had been
prlnted.
So cmflicting are the election laws respecting

i he ma'-king and countlng of ballots Ihat lf these
siatutes were put to the test the courts say they
would break down and the foundations of our
government would be threatened. In December,
is*»7. the Appellate Divlsion of the Second De¬
partment at the Supreme Court used the follow¬
ing Janguage in a unanimous opinion ln a

losely contested election case (People ex rel.
Peeny va. Board of Convaaaera of Richmond
County. _J App. Dlv.. _oi):

lf an election were close. and the action of the

.11.-i. ___ j luj.i m.chinery
for their determination would break down by
:h» welght and number of the issues to be de¬
cided. _n case of a close Presidential election
'he evU and disorder that would ensue from
<~uc>. * state of affairs it is difficuit to estimate
and scarcely to exaggerate.

The nrocess of votlng to many uneducated
persons. and to some who are educated. ls so dif¬
ficuit that votes enough are thrown out by the
anvassers in some cases to determine the result

of the election. It ts quite apparent that under
the present system the result of eleetions is not
to be always determined by the will of the ma-

fartty, rir.ee, unlesa they comply with all the pro¬
visions of the statute. their votes cannot be
counted.

NEW BALLOT DEMANDED.
The demand for a new kind of ballot is wide-

spread, and many are the reforms suggested.
The joint committee on ballot reform. composed
of members of various civic associatlons. such
as the Association to Prevent Corrupt Prac-
tlcea at Eleetions. tlie Clty Club. the Cltizens
Union. the Reform Club, the Independent Club
and the Republican Club, of Brooklyn, ls at
work on a blll which will be introduced at Ai¬
bany next winter. Conferences are being held
with Senator Elsberg, who ls expected to be the
rponsor for the rneasure. The Senator has fa-
thered a ballot reform bill at several sessions of
the legislature, and the new bill will not differ
pubstantially from the last one he introduced.
That certain changes in the ballot law wfll

he mRde by the next legislature seems assured
h-cause of the interest which Governor Higgins
has taken ln the subject. The Governor be-
liovee that the old law has proved itself inade-
quste and should be amended tn several par-
ticulars. but he says it is too early for him to
"Xpress bis opinion as to details.
For the purpose of obtainlng the most prac¬

tical suggestlons on ballot reform which may
lead to legislation providing for a satisfactory
method of voting The Tribune has secured in-
terriews with some of the men who have studied
.he question closest.
William M. Ivins, the Republican candidate

for Mayor in the last campalgn, who has fought
for ballot reform for the last twenty years. and
.who was one of the orlginal drafters of the act

by which this State adopted the Australlan sys-
iem of voting, says the names of candidates
sbculd be grouped according to the offlces for
mrhaali they ar«% running. and not according to

parties. Pymbols, he says, should be abolished.
Such ci.s pes would permit a cltizen to vote for
men on their individual merits. irrespectlve of
?heir party affliiatlnns

ME. IVINS'S VIEWS.
"I believe that there fs now a practical con-

sti.sus of opinion.'' says Mr. Ivins. "regarding
the r.eceasity for a radlcal retorm ln our ballot
la* I a_so think that there is a very general
VMM ******* thoae who see the necesslty

r h_MM reform as to the shape which the
latter iii.! r;- --,*_-.;.. :*.<.
"The present (-ystem of a blanket ballot.

r>ut with the candidates named in partv col-
urnns under a symbol, is aa absurd and illogical
:¦!.¦. unfalr a system aa was ever devised- lllcgi-
'"'¦ f;0.,r' '*' f' ''"'- *

' ; .. .'

atrengtheidng the party and weakenlng the in¬
dependent votet

That eystem has nou teen trled and found
maattag, and I beiieve that ti.r.re is a generalagreement among ai! ballot refonners to-dev ln
favor of r; or Massachusetts ballot.

upon which (he names of tfl ctodMato* f»
the =ame office shall be grouped alphabetlcally
under the title of the office for which they are

running. followed or preceded by the name of

the partv. group or principle for which the can¬

didate stands. The introductlon of the symbol
was an absuriity, and I believe il should now be

altogether ellminated from the ballot.
"\ oorrupt practlces act ls also needed quite

as much as a reform in the ballot. It is obvl-
ous that the working out of the details of such

measures as the foregoing involves mattire and

careful conslderation. All parties who are work¬
ing for these reforms should coalesce and ap¬
point a general committee, representative of the
entlre public. and this committee ln turn

fhould appoint a sub-enmmittee of the ablest
counsel to be secured, to prepare lhe measures
for Introduction in the legislature and for secur¬

ing stenatures to a great petition. which shal.
so thoroughly voice the will of the people as to
leave the legislature no alternative except to

pa^s the measures or to run the -antlet of de¬

feat at the next election. The people will hold
both the Democratic and the Republican parties
responsible for any faiiure in securing the re-

forn-ts. I profoundly believe. however. that the

Republican party. as such, is to-day heartily
in favor of these measures and will espouse the

cause inside of the legislature as well as outslde
of it, wlth deep earnestness."

VOTERS SHOULD USE STAMPS.
Gherardi Davis. for many years an Assembly¬

man from the _$th District. Manhattan, who

introduced a ballot reform bill of the City Club
at one session, and who at the present time is

a member of the Association to Prevent Corrupt
Practlces at Elections, belleves that the voting
maehine is the best solution of the problem. If,
however, paper ballots cannot be done away

with. he belleves that the form now used tn

this State would be greatly improved by elimi-

nating the circles and reulring a rross before

each name voted for. This would make it far

easier to split a ticket.
"I am very glad." said Mr. Davis, "to see

that Governor Higgins says he. intends to rec-

ommend amendments to the election law. As

far as the ballot is concerned. it should be

changed by dolng away with the party clrcle,
thus requlrlng the voter to mark each candidate
voted for: and In view of the many errors and
technioalitles arlsing from the cross marks used
to indicate the voter*- choice, the system of
blotting out a whlte spot in a black square be¬
fore a candidates name should be adopted.
Rubber stamps should be supplied for this pur¬
pose.
"The Massachusetts ballot is generally con-

sidered the best in this oountry. Tlie City Club
ballot, which ls a modified Massachusetts bal¬
lot. would enormously multlply the number of
separate papers to be handled st the count. Its
principal advantage- seems to be absolutely to
prevent any proof of how a particular elector
voted.
"Both these ballots have several points of

superiority over the present New-York ballot:
they are smaller, more compact. there ls no

repetltion of names, there is no party circle.
Each candidate's name raus*. be separately
marked.
"Tet by far the best solution of the question

would be the voting maehine. and to adopt it
calls for no change in the law. But the law
should be amended so as to provide for the vot¬
ing for each candidate. There should be no

straight tickets. In these days of mechanical
appliances for everything. with time and labor
saving devices used everywhere. and with the
voting maehine practically In use in other eities
of this Htate, it does seem a trifle absurd that
the great city of New-York should not use them.
If the existing machines are not perfect. the op¬
portunity to supply this city wlth the necessary
ouflt would soon stir the inventive genlus of
some mechanie to produce a good one.
"With a voting maehine the result of an elec¬

tion is known immediately. There is no count¬
ing of ballots; there are no dlsputed totals. no
questions of marking for identlflcatlon. If it
works well elsewhere. why should it not do so
here'.'"

THE MASSACHUSETTS METHOD.
The measure introduced by Senator I-lsberg

iu IflQQ, 1900 and 1901. and which he plans to
put forward next winter at Albany after chang-

A country full of histcrical and legendary in¬

terest surrounds Ithaca. and the Cornell stu¬

dent who likes to have some objectlve point for

a days ramble flnds himself almost embarrassed
ln making a choice by the opulence of his op-

portunitles.
Queen jewel of that wonderful crescent of

lakes. which from Oneida to Conesus number
thirteen, is Lake Cayuga. Until 1779, when

George Washington. named in Iroquois dialect
Town Destroycr, through Bullivan the Avenger
with his five thousand Continentals. devastated
the region and shattered tha Iroquois confed-

eracy, this lake contained cn its borders pos-

sibly the densest Indian population known in

any equal area in North America.
On the western ridge and shore of the lake,

nlong which Colonel Dearborn's New-Hampshire
men with torch and sv.-.rd marched all the way

from Cayuga to where Ithaca now stands, there

were a dozen or more Indian towns or villages.
The houses in these towns were bullt of tlmber

frames, with roof and sides of bark. on the

American apartment houae plan. having a hall-

way from end to enl, and large family rooms

on either side. Buch houses. often forty yards
long. accommodated from twenty to one hun¬

dred persons. Wlth a flre ln the centre of each

room and bunks along the sldes of three walls,
with a smokehole space for cooking pots and

kettles. as well as implements for the squaw
cook and farmer and the buck hunter and war-

rlor, so good a Judge as General Schuyler de¬
clared them to be ln comfort equal to many of

the whlte farmers* dwellingn on the frontier.
Of course, there were clean Indians and dirty
Indians, as there were high grade and low

grade warrlors. There were not only houses for

human habltation, but for service before the
Great Mystery. for it ls an open question
whether the whlte man served hls God any bet¬
ter than did the red man.accordini? to his

Ugbta in each vlllage was a shrine, at which
the sacrifice of the white dog and offerings of
the earth were made to the spirits and the Great

Mystery with duo reliRious ceremonies.
The dlaries of Sullivan's officers show how

rumerous these were. There were mystlc cere¬

monies also at the planting of the maise. with
rejoicings, dancings, eymbollc costume. and dec¬
oratlons made of the leaf. stalk and ripened
ear of the wonderful food plant whose cultiva-
tion, value and manifold beneflts the red man

taught hls white guest. Then there was the

great thrashing floor. made of flat stones, laid
over a considerabie ar_a of the ground, for the
husking, shelllng and grindlng of ths corn. The
cooking oven was made by llnlng the floor and
sides of plts wlth stone. able to reslst the crack-
lng Influence of flre. in which whole deer and
fowls and salmon were baked to perfection.
Within the memory of scores of people llving

along the lakes these thraablng fioors, stone

lined ovens, stumps of apple. peacb and pear
trees have been found or ploughed up. There
was more than one "palnted post" which served
as a news bulletm or pasquin column. Others
ln Ithaca have heard from their immigrant
fathers <from Connecticut and New-Jersey) of
how Prospect Hlll, tn Ithaca. which overlooks
tbe Lehigh Yaliey Rui'road's route to the south
s_jd the Cayuga I>ake trough to the north, was

used as a sigr.fc! station by the Indians. Then

Willam M. Ivins, William
George T. Werts, John De 1

Have St\idied the Subje

ing it in only a few particulars, provides for a

ballot similar to that now used tn Massachu¬
setts. The names of candidates for the same

offlce are grouped together, with a votlng space
to the left of each, and the party emblem for
the aid of the tlliterate to the left of the votlng
space. The Massachusetts ballot has no era-

blems. for ln the Bay State a man must be able
to read and write to be able to vote.

"I shall relntroduce my blll," sald Sanator
Flsberg. "amendlng the election laws and pro-
-<-iding for a vastly different form of ballot than
the confusing one now in use. I believe that I
will recelve substantlal support for the rneas¬

ure, inasmuch as the last election has thorough-
| ly demonstrated the defects of our ballot form.

"I am ln favor of grouplng the candidates for
j each offlce. When a voter reallzes that he ls to
mark the name of the candidate for whom he
wishes to vote, he will exerclse more care and
greater judgment in balloting. This will, ln a

F. Jerome, Senator fc_isberg,

Vitt Warner arvd Others Who

ct Express Their Views.

large measure. bring about the election of good
men. irrespective of the party to which thej be-

long."
CITY CLUB PUSHING REIORM.

The Citv Club d-ew up the ballot reform bill

which Senator Elsberg origlnally Introduced. and

It has long been fl*,*htmg for the passage of sucli

a measure Th<> reasons why the club advocate?

such changes in the election laws were expressed
yesterdav by Nelson 8. Spencer. who was vlce-

chalrman of the committee on legislation of th«

City Club when the organlzation was urging th-*

leg<?lature of 1901 to pass its bill. Mr. Spencei

Sa-I favor a form of b.-.Ilot which has the names

of the candidates grouped together. all thow

running for Mayor. for example, arranged alpna-
betlcally one above the other. with a small WWU

spot to'the left, which the voter blots out witn
a stamp or actt pencll. Forth- beneflt of th«
illiterate I would advise symbols which should

i
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the whole domain of Iroquoisia had not only its
landmarks and tralls, its places of tahoo and
reverence, but also of legend and story.

EARLY WTGWAGGERS.
The east side of the lake had also Its thick

population, and from hllltop to hllltop and ridge
line to ridge line across the lake eomxmmicatfOE
between the Indian villages by sign or signal
was easy. The Cayugas dwelt on one side, th.
Senecas on the other. Where to-day the white
man has his towns and villages. Cayuga, I'nion

Springs, Frontenac, Levanna, Aurora, Willets.
Klng's Ferry, Atewat-r, Ludlowville, Seneca
Falls, Cauoga, Romulus. Interlaken. Trutnans-
burg, Ithaca, etc. there were old Indian settle-
nitnts. Near the site of Wells College was a fort-
kss atrong by nature and art. On the inlet op¬
posite Buttermllk Falls. south of Ithaca, the
Tuscaroras had a great village named Core-

i organel. In those days the s.ilmon furnished
plenty of food in tho spring time. and hundreds
of acres of corn made the landscape green ln
summer and yellow ln autumn.

lt ts said that Ithaca ls the centre of a circle
containing about three hundred respectable cas-
cades. Of Taughannock Falls. which, ln the on*
diinension of height, ls the overlord of Nlagara,
with Its cyclopean amphltheatre walled in by
storled rock. there hangs a legend wlth hlstorlc
basis. For Taughannock. wlth Its hard syllablo
termlnal. ln cacophonous contrast with the
llquld flow of the Iroquols names, ls Algonquln
and of Lenni Lenape origln. In a word. it is
the narne of a Delaware chleftaln.
Ask the Cornell University geologlsts the

causes of the amazing excavation and archl-
tecture of Taughannock amphltheatre and
gorge, and they will have cunninrj theories of
science to account for this vast hollow ln thei earth, whlch 1? roughly half a mile long and a

| quarter of a mile wide. Except after a floud,
one sees only a silver stream lost in mist before
it reaches the bottom. When the snows melt or
the clouds burst the dwellers by the lake rejolce
ln a local Xiagara. On bright, sunny days fancy
sees behind the brldal veil, which i_ sometimes
fretted by rainbow dust. outllned against the
rock the Mald of the Mist. Her proflle seems a
Grecian real Ity, or suggests the contours of
changing clouds, according as one moves his
point of vlew.

Iroqucis fairy tales aaw no maid, but only
coemic spirit? ln mlghty encounter, long locked
together in agony of e-.mfllct. in a way that re-
mlnded them of the monarchs of the glen. As
wlth interlaced horns both stags might be found
afterward as slceletons ir the devastated circles
of the forest. so here the Indian aaw a battle-
ground of Tltans.of the American sort.

A BLOOMER BATTLE.
In ..ie eighteenth century, as Wlillam Penn's

successors at Philadelphia well knew. the Dela-
ware Indians were not allowed to sell land at
the "river forks".that is. around Easton. This
was because, as the Iroquols Inlimated. the
Delawares had been conquered by the Iroquols
and comp-lled to "wear the pettlcoat." being
both eeremontally and actlvely treated as

squaws. When a great council met in Phila¬
delphia the Onondaga delegatton from New-
York's lake reglon were heard and heeded. Their
etomachs were fllled wlth a Mr dinner and un-
limlted rum, while the Dela\.:ucs slunk away.
cowed and disheartened, to depart westward
Into Pennsylvania and Ohio, and receive auch

vLLS, NEAR ITHACA.
le of the Indians was fought.

JD LEGENDARY

,t Numerous Objective Points

ne of Which Has a Story.

adoptlon and suct-or as other tribes were willlng
to give them.
But among the Delawares was one brave

young chief named Taughannock, who smoth-
ered all outward expresslon of the fires of hate
burning within hlm, while he resolved on re-

trleval. He led off secretly a secession of L'OO
of his fellow tribesmen, and in a great war

dance they consecrated themselves to vengeance.
On reaching the Susquehanna Valley, he sent
out scouts to Bcan the way northward. Find¬
ing the country apparently clear, he moved
swiftly toward the North Star. with the Idea of
falling upon the great Iroquois village of Golo-
guen. This settlement, wlth its flve or six hun¬
dred people, was made up of Cayugas and Sene-
cas, but as they w.ere direct allies of the Onon-
dagas, who bad been most conspicuous in mak¬
ing the Delawares "wear the pettieoat," Taug¬
hannock intended to strike this place as being
most unprotected- It was situated not far from
the gorge and waterfall where the stone giants
had ages ago battled. The .voung chlef Taug¬
hannock gathered an omen of victory when he
heard that thi Spirit of the Cloud, which. be-
caust of his gentler ways, had been twitted as
a "squaw" by the rough Spirit <>f tiie Rock, had
conquered. As the latter harl gone down in the
Struggle, *-*(> tbe chief Taughannock hoped to
tall on the big village by night and massacre

j every soul i:i lt.
In spite, however, of all their secrecy an-1

silenee. the advance of the Delawares was dis-
covered by the watchers of Kanasatigo, tho
Iroquois r-iief. and the alarm given. As the
Delawares, encamped by the north side of
Taughannock Creek, were puttlng on their war*
palnt, they were surprised at being confronted
by a determlned body of two hundred Onon-
daga braves. Soon the Delawares found that
their enemies were being reinforced by tho
Senecas, Cayugas and Neodakheats, or Indians
then llvlng on the present slte of Ithaca. Wlth
lines of flankers thrown out around them, it
seemed as though the Delawares were to be
extermlnated. Flouded with recent rains. th_
stream was difficult to eroaa, but, to get back
safely to the southward. they must cross lt.
desplte arrow, bullet or ambuscade. Ju*t
above the falls, near the smaller gorge cut ta
the tableland. the battle began. The Dela¬
wares were repulsed and driven along thi
banks toward the terrifie preclpices, where
the sheer walls rise in some places far above
the crown of the fall, not far from three hun¬
dred feet high. They hoped to flnd safety by
following on between the thin llne of their
enemy's flankers and the edge of the amphi-
theatre, ln order either to make a break near
the edge of the lake, or, ln sheer desperation.
to try to swim acroas, for here the lake is much
narrower than in its expanslon further up.
Little did they dream. however, that in the for-
est. wlth their left flank restlng on the great
abyss. the main forces of tbe Onondagas were
lying ln ambush. Indeed that had been their
origlnal crafty purpose in preventlng the Dela-
wares from crossfng the stream, where a shal-

t low ford made passage eartler than to traverse
an abyss bIx hundred feet wide.
Thus. while flghtlner and retreatlng, but hop¬

ing that their way wan clear toward the lake-
slde, suddenly they saw risinc up out of the
ground n livlrg wall of enemies that at once

ralsed the war v.hoop. After the flrst volley
of the Onondagas. tlfo struggle was a hand-to-
hand fight wlth hatehet and knire. Taug¬
hannock. the young chief. thus far unwo_nded,
after encounters w'th other warriors. caught
sight of Kaimsatlgo. wbo had brutally insulted
him ln Philadelphla and was now leader of hla
enemy. In tbe onrush, tbe Onondnga chief

stand opposite the names. and on the other side
of the voting plaeer. In this way the manwho
could not read might find the emblem ot nis

party, and thus register his will.
"The amendments to the election laws which

the blll proposes are the result of long and care¬

ful study of the sctual working: of successivo
election laws. They rest upon experlence
Thus. lt is the theory of the present law that
the slmplest way of making a votlng mark iB to
draw with a pencil one straight Une across an¬

other in a flxed space. Yet there are frequent
cases in which voters. having the pencil In
hand. invalidate their ballot by strlklng out the
r.ames of candidates or by tnnocent'.y making
marks not allowed by the law. The method
now proposed of marking the names of candi-
date^ for whom the voter flshes to vote haa
been employed with success in Beigium. Tt
conslsts of simply blotting out with a stanip a

small. round. white sp;iee opposite tbe mnie

voted for.
"The Massachusetts form of ballot which the

City Club advocated therefore would do six
things:
"First.It would place a!l candidates for the

same offlce on an equallty as to the printing of
their names on the ballot.
"Second.It would simplify the ballot and

avoid unnecessary repetition upon lt.
"Third.Tt wculd place all voters upon an

equallty In the process of votlng.
"Fourth.It would rr.a*-:e tha process of voting

clear and simple.
"Flfth.It would make the canvass of votes

by the election officers ^asy, simple and certain.
"Sixth.It would make the returns of the elec¬

tion offlcers simple and correct.
"The present election law does none of these

thlngp."
JEROME'S AND MORGAN'S VIEWS.
District Attorney Jerome after his election

remarked:
"That I came out ahead under the conditions

that prevailed at the last election is almost as

great a miracle as the gushing forth cf water

when the rock was struck hy Moses. If I had
got 30,000 votes instead of the 110,000 which
were actually polled for me I would even then
have been surprlsed.

"I am in favor of making radlcal changes ln
our ballot, but I am not yet ready to give de¬
talls. The problem is of such paramount i;n-
portance that it should be approached wtth calm
conslderation and a careful survey of the whole
situation as it now stands. I have no doubt
that before long men of experience. with w_»-
dom and discretion. will take up this matter.
which certainly, in my opinion, needs adjust-
ment. I am emphatioally in favor of a change
in our present ballot system."
George W. Morgan. State Superintendent of

Eleetions, believe* that the adoption of the
Massachusetts ballot in this State would ..ver-

come most of the evlls of the present system.
Mr. Morgan. however. believes that reform v.lll
not l.e accomplished wlthout considerable dlffi-
culty. . _,

"Any change," he said, "will undoubtedly be
opposed as too great an educatlonal test for the
public Under the present system all that is re¬

quired of a voter. is his abliity to recognize an

emblem and put his nsark in a circle under it.

The only action I could take in such a matter

would be to make a r?ominendatior. in my next

report to the Governor."
John De Witt Warner. who has been a potent

factor in election law reforms. and who ls n_art-
llv =upportlng the movement for more radical
remedtes for the evlls existlng under the present
system. says these evlls may be grouped under
three heads. ¦ .,?_¦
"Our election laws." he said. "are flagrantly

defective. flrst. becaufle they obstruct Inde¬

pendent nominations; second. because they- pro-
vlde for a needlessly eomplex form of balloting.
and, third, because the riilcs for countlng tne

vote' are hopelessly confuslr.g.

CHANGE MOST NEEDED.
"You ask what reforms are needed, and this

is mv answer:
"The law should be amended so thot every

candidate for an offlce should be equally avail¬

able to an/ party or independent body that may

nominate him. The present law is intended. and

ls used. for party blackmail of popular candi¬

dates and partlsan obstructlon of independent

was wounded by the Delaware's scalplng knife.
The duel might have ended in a way to eom-

rel a chant of woe in the Northern Long
House, but Kanasatigo's comrades rushed for-

I ward and succeeded in strlklng down the brave
I Delaware chief. They gashed him ln every
I part of his body, and then rushlng forward to

| within a foot of the edge of the sheer cllff.
they hurled his bleedlng body far out into the
air. watching lt untll lt became pulp on the
rccks far below. Forthwlth the circle closel
ln upon the handful of Delawares, still up-
rlght in their fray. These. seized alive and
tortured, defied their enemies until the last.
Each brave sang his death song, still glory-
ing in having attempted to wipe out his na¬

tion's shame.

A PRE-GLACIAL FLOWER.
It ia not only the occaslonal swamps, once so

common but now exceptional in this region.
that are even in winter the happy hunting

grounds of the fowler, and whlch are a paradiso
to the seeker of rare birds, as well as to the

ttreless student of the common ones, wlth their

beauty and song. like our own Louis Agap.siz
Fuertes. The gorges also are the paradise of
the botanist. for on the cold southward cllffs
dweiiing ln eternal shade grow more than one

of the pretty little pre-glaclal flowers. These
flourished before the great Ice cap had overlaid
all soil and life uncounted ages ago, and then
in melting ground out the valleys and perhaps
enlarged the earllest streams into "flnger lakes."
In Labrador, whlch is the Paris and London of
the dainty little wild primrose (Primula Mys-
tlssinica). Mother Earth wears aereo of pink
bloom furnished by this little flower, and ln the
cold north, during summer. at least, there are

plethora. commonness and overpopulation. In
this latitude, however, it is wholly different.

j Thus far, only in four places ln New-York State,
nestllng ln the crannlea of sunless cllffs, does
the little primula now blush.
Of the famous gorges cdgii_ Cayuga Lake. or

near by, such as Enfleld, the Ithaca Gorge,
through whlch runs Fall Creek, with Its mag-
nlflcent waterfall over nlnety feet high, there
are. besides things mechanical and of utlllty.
rich asaoclatlons of poetry and legend. One
might tell of Port Renwick. down below. on

Ithe south tlp of the lake's ehore, and now
Ithaca's mlmic Coney Island. Mra Renwick.
in her malden days was Jennie Jeffries. Robert
Burns's fifteen-year-old inamorata. When she
started for America Burna wrote for her a poeru
on the flyleaf of a book which he preaented to

j her. Thla stanza is included in later edition*
| of the bard's works. "Uang She East, or Gang
She West," he feared "some other swaln" would
gain his Jennle's favor. So lt proved, for she
marrled in New-York. The stories of Major
Renwick, her aon, and his wonderful horse tbat
belped him home on mellow nlghts. and also
tn the daytlme, when equlne Intellect waa
plearer. even if not greater, than man's, are
piquant ln local lore.
Other Jegends of Cayuga Lake there are. Tha

"Lake Cannon's** boom, on still nlghts. atlll
oceaslonally startles hearers. In the white
man's theory the sound arlses from the cavlng
ln of superlncumbent and unplllared rock far
down tn the earth's depths. when subterranean
currents wash out the salt beds. In the red
man's view and aolemn tradition. while "hell
hath no fury like a woman scorned," Cayuga
Lake ln ita deptha holds the spirit squaw once
enamored of a warrlor and urgent in her ad-
vances, who was hurled by him Into the lake.
Tran-formed Into a demon man-bater ahe gloats
over tho drowned. Down ln Its cryatal depths,
with h«v h*tfftet nh" (h ever busy Iji liewlng
out chambers ln wMch ta hide the *m
dead, who nii:k to rise .jo n.isr* into sunlight
again fror.i her ci\

action. All candidates for the s-int* office sh__
be grouped together on the ballot."
Albert B. Bard. chairman of the ballot ztttrtncommittee of the Citizens Union. said that th»

present law compelled the public to )-|re -j,,ferior clvlo serve nt«.
"lt puts a premium." he s-?id. "on Iv.brUwcandidates for minor otile**. who ?re pUj_Mthrough cllnging to th* roattails of the h*>ad ofthe ticket. This happens because many voters

are afratd to split their ballots lest th»y >ose
their votes. This explalns why T immany haj
so often been suc-cessfu! »n el*-r;in*j- n 'ye'Jow
dog* ticket by puttlng on« or rcore good nen atthe head.
"These evils are only sampVo. Tlie Citlzena

Union does not assert that fh Massachusetts
ballot would work tn perfection. :-'<*me <ilffl._t*»
ls Inherent in any el-ctlon system. Tbs M*j-
s.-rhusetts ballot would, However. get r»«i n?
some of the worst evils. and th<» e\r^r;fncf .£
Massachusetts over p long period proves it t_»
best system yet devised."

NEW-JERSET-S METHOD.
Despite the strong advocaey of the YUaaaiUin

setts ballot as the best ln the country. there art
eminent authorities who say lt is inferior to tb*
system of voting now used ln New-Jersey E*.
Governor George T. Werts, who, as a State Sen¬
ator. was a member of the committee whiefc
drafted the ballot law that has governed Sea-
Jersey elections for the laat ten years, said jt*.
terday to a Tribune man:

"Tlie ballot of New-Jersey I regard as supe-
rior to that of any other State. because lt is tl*.
slmplest. falrest and the qtrickeet to count. Each
party prints if own ticket on a small separate
slip of paper, about Sli inches long and 2*4
inches wide. These ticket* are sent out by tbe
dlfferent parties to all the voters sereral days
before election, and lf there are any indeper*-
dents mnnin*. these candidates send out the
party tJcketa v ith their own names pasted ovsr

their rlvals. Pasters. as they are .called. 0r

muciiaged stripe of paper on which are printed
the names of candidates. are r*!~o sent out by tbs
various parties to all voters. so that it is pos¬
sible to spllt a ticket in every concelrable way.
"As all the tickets and patters are sent otrt

several days before election a man may slt down
in the solitude of his own room and fix up his
ticket as he pleasea. This done. h> can foM lt

up and stow it away in an inside pocket If he
ls llllterate he can seek the counsel of some one

he can trust.his son. oerhaps. who has been ed-
ucated in the public schools. < >ii election morn¬

ing the voter in New-Jersey goes to the polllng
place with the comfortable feeling that comei
from having done a thing well. He -an take eil
kinds of advice on his way. He can accept tfce
ticket flxed for hlm by hls empioyer or by tus
political boss and say 'Tes' to both. but when
he ls closeted in the voting booth he simply goes
down ln his clothes and pulls out tne ballot he
has fixed hlmself.
"As a voter goes Into the booth he ls presented

wlth the offlcia! envelope. none of which can be
circulated before election day. In t'n* privacy of
his booth he quickly sllpS his ticket Into the en¬

velope. seals it up and on coming out hands !t to
the offlclal who drops lt ln the box.
"Voting in New-Jersey moves quickly because

voters don't stay long in the booths. They do
their thinking beforehand. The ballots ar*

quickly counted because only the names voted
for are found on the ballot. As no marks are

made on the ballots. unless a voter wishes to

croaa out a name and write another name beside
it, few, if any, votes are thrown out as void or

dlsputed/'
_-a .

THE LAKEWOOD SEASOK

Opening of Ixikeivood Hotel Marli
Its Beginning To-morrow.

Lakewood. N. J.. Nov. 1? (Special >..The

Lakewood Hotel, which is to be conducted by
Carl Berger. of Bergers Pavilion. Xewport, will

open its doors to patrons on Monday The open¬

ing of this hotel. the largest in Lakewood. marks
the beglnnlng of the Lakewood season. Mr.

Berger has made many extensive improvements,
and has added a restaurant and a grillroom.
The restaurant will be made a feature of the

hotel. Tho ballroom will be reserved for prlvate
dances. The social development of Lakewood
has been retarded in the last few seasons be¬

cause of the lack of a desirable place where

dinner parties and similar entertainments could
be given. Heretofore lf a hoatess wished to give
a dinner party she was compelled to send to

New-York or Philadelphla tor a caterer. It ls

for this reason that Mr. Bergers advent into the
resort as a boniface ls eagerly wel.omed by tbe

cottage colony. Mr. Berger has made many en-

gagements for society people of N-w-York. who

are coming to Lakewood next week to rest up

from the combin-?d gayety of Prince Louh/s visit

and the horse show.
Mr. and Mr?. .Tohn D. RockefeDer are to spend

the winter season here. Workmen are now busy

getting in readlness Mr. RockefeUer's home. ta

the Ocean-ave. boulevard. They are expected
here the latter part of next week. and Mr. and
Mrs. John D. Rockefeller. Jr.. will Join them ow

Thanksgiving. Aa usual. Mr. RockeieBar w&

devote hlmself te golf and antomoMHo*
attrlbutes hls leetoaatton to heaith to galf
has a prlvate course here. and can step direetlf
¦Iron his front !<>or to th lir*-t tes

Mayor and Mrs. Mark Fagan. of Jersey CW

spent a portion of their honeymoon her*
^^

The Laurel House. which ls eujoying a gw»

patronage thus early in the season, has t»

names of many well known New-Yorkers on

register. Dr. and Mrs. Newton M. Shaffer M»

been there for a fortnight. and Mr. and Jan

Irving McKesson have also been staymg «

Mr. and Mrs. Elbrldge Gerry Rwba"*, *'*? *£L*
tho season there last year. have c.ose<I tn

country place at Red Bank. N. J-. *. arc

the Laurel House for an indeflnitemmj.
Mr. and Mra Arthur B. Clania wM» «»

spent a year in travel abroad. have op£«£*£
new home. which is adjacent to the J^Wg,.
Country Club. at the head "^^ir br**
They were cordlally welcom*d back W ..

many friends in the cottage cokmy. _,^.
Mr and Mrs. Edward *.*££*-<"*; °' ^

ington. are making a brief visit h';p'p|tt-i-g,
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Wlltoek. of *"»¦¦¦,

have taken Gunton Hall. ln Private Wa*

the season. vraetm*
General and Mrs. Frank Moi-gan*^ {W

have taken apartments at tbe .Lau-«^
Plnea. which opened for tte-won f"<££*
Miss Natalle Hawley. of 52_*5_Pib1_S *at"

vlslting her aunt. Mrs. Edward Et***
thews. at All SalnW rectory eottff*
Miss Oertrude Leslie has opened her cw

Bon Resplro. for the eeaaon. eomfort-
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence U. RooT *JLC a for

ably settled hi their cottage ln Forest st

the seaaon. , ... %.._>. Gii-
Mrs. Riley Miles Gilbert and Miss ¦»« ^

bert, of New-Tork. are among re.cut a»

at the Laurel House. ¦_*-__-,. nr Swaye**
Mrs Wager Swayne and Miss Eleai.or ^w

of New-York. are enjoylng a soJoun-, h-e.
^

Augustus F. Kountze. of New-T(
Ing friends at the Laurel Housf*

WHX* WASHIKGTON WAS TiMM
History has made on . i::iporta.i?

chronicllng the career of G--ors« ".

which the visit of the British enus* mw**
this country has brought io HgM. ^JZlTut-idmlral Coah.an. Although al! th. cu^
count. of the s-truggles ln :be ***?*£/***
that the Father of Hls County bad
times at the haads of his Enfhsh enen
not rweount hls captur. This occur
more .haa oerpetuated. _._...-.aiiii:
..Some oFn.y Brliliih friends jw**w.Baltimore." aaid U** admiral. '^rh«."**%»large rwiuare. ln tho centre of whicn, »»

statue. George Waahtagtea was ih^j ;.
»»f*. while at th. base of tbe pcd. _a
four HoRS-i*up{>osed to tvplfy '».*^'*,-
imagine. As we «ood thsre ¦*" ."Kt
alone and gased on the »»aiue f«w .

apparently deeply Impressed. lw wm. ..
,

. 1 '¦¦ m

treed.


